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The Setting of the Sun
Jon D. Nelson · Original dance-accompaniment edition

Set to choreography by Joy Redington

Instrumentation in this score

Piccolo · Flute · Clarinet in B-flat · Bass clarinet · Horn in F

Glockenspiel · Chimes · Percussion 1 and 2

Harp · Piano · Celesta

Two solo violins · Violin I · Violin II · Viola · Cello · Double bass

Additional percussion named in the score: mark tree, triangle, large and smaller suspended cymbals,
concert bass drum and tam-tam.

Background and programme note

Jon D. Nelson and choreographer Joy Redington created original music and dance in response to
François Boucher’s painting The Setting of the Sun, reproduced on the cover. Warmth and happy
recollections give way abruptly as the light fades; confusion and disorientation disturb that earlier ease,
opening into sadness and anger.

The collaboration was presented at the English National Ballet School with violinist Viviane
Plekhotkine. This booklet preserves the original orchestration; the catalogue also records electronics in
the original production.

Duration and edition

Approximately 3 minutes, based on the archived December 2021 demonstration. Music © 2021 Jon D.
Nelson. A future chamber-orchestra re-orchestration is coming soon and is not this edition.

Cover and printing

Cover: François Boucher, The Setting of the Sun, Wallace Collection, London. Existing cover retained.
Print at actual size; twenty pages including preliminaries, notes and back cover.
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The Setting Of The Sun
Jon D. Nelson

© 2021 JDNelson Music

Score (In C)

Set to Choreography by Joy Redington
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