


Instrumentation & performance notes
Arctic Flow · Jon D. Nelson

Woodwinds

2 flutes (Flute 2 doubling piccolo)

2 oboes (Oboe 2 doubling English horn)

2 clarinets in B-flat

2 bassoons

Brass

2 horns in F

2 trumpets in B-flat

Percussion

Timpani (four drums)

1 percussionist:

Triangle; tubular bells; mark tree;
suspended cymbal; large tam-tam

Strings

Violin I · Violin II · Viola

Violoncello · Double Bass

Score and doublings

Full score in C. Piccolo and English horn are doublings
for the second flute and second oboe players
respectively; observe the changes marked in the score.

Double bass

A low C extension is required on at least one double
bass. Both players play together unless otherwise
indicated.

Timpani and resonance

Use single strokes and the indicated mallets. Prepare
each tuning during the preceding rests. Tuning changes
and damping instructions are separate directions. At the
ending, retain the prepared pitches without pedal
changes.

Let ring

l.r. and l.v. indicate that the sound should be allowed to
resonate naturally. Observe separately marked damping
and releases.

Strings

In Violin II, tenuto-marked repeated quarter notes call
for individual bow changes with warmth and weight.
Passages marked “somewhat organ-like” should retain
a connected, sustained character.

Muted trumpets

Observe con sord. for the exposed closing texture.

Duration: approximately 8 minutes ii
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Pre-set:	E	/	A	/	B	/	F# soft	mallets;	single	strokes,	no	rolls
l.r.

fragile

tutti

fragile

fragile

unison fragile

Flute	1

Flute	2

Oboe	1

Oboe	2	/	English	Horn

Clarinet	1	in	B♭

Clarinet	2	in	B♭

Bassoon	1

Bassoon	2

Horn	1	in	F

Horn	2	in	F

Trumpet	1	in	B♭

Trumpet	2	in	B♭

Timpani

Percussion

Violin	I

Violin	II

Viola

Violoncello

Double	Bass

Arctic	Flow

©	2026

Jon	D.	Nelson

Full Score (in C)

for chamber orchestra
dur. ~8 mins b. 1993
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